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Big Missile Sale to Saudi Arabia
Opposed by Key Congress Panels

v
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WASHINGTON, April 23 — Two key
Congressional committees voted today
to prevent President Reagan from sell-
ing $354 million worth of advanced mis-
siles to Saudi Arabia.

The actions set the stage for a major
showdown over the Administration’s
Middle East policy in the next two
weeks.

Reflecting what are regarded as sig-

' nificant majorities in both the Senate
'and House, the Senate Foreign Rela-
"tions Committee voted 11 to 6 against
the proposed sale, and the House For-
eign Affairs Committee took the same
action by an overwheiming voice vote.
Only two of the House group’s 40 mem-
bers spoke in favor of the sale.
| Both the Senate and the House will
’m on the resolutions of disapproval
otthcmlnﬂesalebymys. If, as
seems likely, both houses of Congress
oppose the sale by majority votes, it
wonudbet.hefimumethatanylrms
salewastumeddowninthemyurs
that Congress has had the right to re-
ject arms sales. .

But Mr. Reagan has vowed to veto
such a vote. It is less certain that those
opposed to the sale can muster the nec-
essary two-thirds votes to overturn a
Presidential veto.

In another actign, the House Foreign

Affairs Commi .

dians. chalrman of
Committee on_Intelligence, to

oS O _Ntelligence, to compel
the Administration to make c its
plans to provide Eﬂ:%iﬁt !

I 1

‘ebels ip Angola with covert military
aid, and to allow the matter to be de-
M
bated by Congress

il 4

Mr. Hamilton has argued that the aid
given to forces led b§ Jonas Savimbi,

important to be left to covert programs

. The chairman of the Foreign
Affairs Committee, Representative
Dante Fascell, Democrat of Florida,
who opposed the Hamilton bill, said he
did not believe it would ever be enact-
ed,

The opposition to the Saudi arms sale
is being led by Senator Alan Cranston,
Democrat of California, and Repre-
sentative Mel Levine, Democrat of
California. Thers are 64 cosponsors of
the resolution of disapproval in the Sen-

sent more than a majority there.

The mlulfle ip. ;: for two differ-
ent types of air- r Sidewinder mis-
siles, valued at $158 million; 200 shoul-
der-fired Stinger antiaircraft missiles
with 600 extra missiles, valued at $89
million; and 100 air-to-ghi, Harpoon
missiles, valued at $107 million.

It has been justified by the Reagan
_Administration as important to demon.
| strate American support for the Saudis
when this important oil producer faces
a potential threat from Iran. Also, the
Administration contends that the Sau-
dis have been a force for stability in the
Persian Gulf and that it was critical
that the United States be seen as will-
ing to help them.

Senator Richard G. Lugar, Repubii-

can of Indiana, chairman of the For-
eign Relations Committee, was one of
the six committee members to vote for
the sale this morning. He said: “We

risk serious and possibly long-lasting | arisen

injury to our forei policy interests in
the Middle East if we deny a friendly
pro-Western regime the basic tools it
needs to defend itself.”

“Ultimately, the damage will be

ate. Hmmopponenumwdtom |

than military, as
friendly states question our reliability
in a the multiple security
problems in the area,” he said.
Others who voted for it were Republi-
cans Jesse A. Helms of North Carolina,
.SharluLMcC. Mathias of Maryland,
. um of
Dcnl.ncoyl J. Evans of W x‘"“‘s.,..""f
tor Edward » Democrat of Ne-
braska, also voted for the sale.
Mr. Cranston that since the
United States was invoived in “an un.’
red war on terrorism,"’ approval
of the sale would send the wrong s

’ more political

raell peace treaty had not given
backing to the peace initiative of‘liﬂng
Hussein of Jordan.

In the House committee, Mr. Hamil.
ton out in favor of the sale to the
Sa , Saying it was important for the
United States not to foresake its friends
in the region.

Mr. Levine said, ‘‘For nearly two
decades, the United States has been ai-
most reflexively granting Saudi arms

requests.’’ ,

‘“But our policy has neither ylelded
Saudi support for key United States
initiatives, nor resulted in Saudi
eration in advancing United States se.
curéty interests in the Middle East,” he
said.

The opposition to the Saudi sales has
even though Israel has not made
it an issue, and the leading pro-Israeli
jlobbying organization, the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee, has
'publicly declared that it would not
‘work for the defeat of the sale.
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